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Executive Summary 

 

 The Odisha State Population Based Cancer Registry (OSPBCR) is an initiative of the Department 

of Health and Family Welfare, State Government of Odisha, India, that aims to systematically 

document the cancer burden of the whole state i.e., a population of 45 million people.  

 With technical support from Tata Memorial Centre, Mumbai and National Institute for Science 

Education and Research, Jatni, Odisha, the OSPBCR shall be implemented 2026 onwards.  

 Training workshop was conducted for officials from major cancer treatment facilities and 

tertiary centres in Bhubaneswar and Cuttack from 27th January 2026 to 3rd February 2026. This 

training was also attended by the newly recruited OSPBCR staff, including 1 state coordinator, 

5 zonal coordinators, and one programmer. 

 A total of 40 participants attended this workshop. 

 Participants were trained in core concepts of cancer registration, case abstraction procedures 

and ICD-O-3 coding, use of the “SETU” web-based data management tool for cancer 

registration, and follow-up techniques. 

 Experts from the field of cancer management and care gave informative lectures to introduce 

participants to terminologies used during abstraction and what data should be abstracted.  

 The Standard Operating Procedure of the PBCR was discussed in detail with the participants. 

The training also included practical demonstrations by the staff of Khordha PBCR. 

 Pre- and Post-tests conducted indicated good understanding of registry-related concepts 

among the participants, and a readiness to participate in the registry’s activities. 

 On the occasion of World Cancer Day 2026, the Department of Health and Family Welfare, 

Government of Odisha, held the launch of Odisha State Population Based Cancer Registry 

(OSPBCR) at the National Institute of Science Education and Research (NISER), Bhubaneswar  

 The programme was inaugurated by Dr Nilakantha Mishra, Director of Public Health, 

Government of Odisha, and presided by Dr A Srinivasan, Dean of Faculty Affairs, NISER.  
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1. Background and Objectives 

To systematically document the cancer burden of the whole state, the state Government of Odisha 

plans to a state-wide PBCR for Odisha state. As of now, Khordha and Mayurbhanj PBCRs cover about 

11.4% of Odisha’s population. The plan is to represent the cancer burden of all thirty districts of Odisha 

state, i.e. to cover a population of about 45 million. This step is imperative for improving cancer control 

and encouraging cancer research in Odisha, and by extension, in India. 

The Odisha State Population Based Cancer Registry (OSPBCR) shall be established and funded by the 

Department of Health and Family Welfare, State Government of Odisha, India, with technical support 

from Tata Memorial Centre, Mumbai and National Institute for Science Education and Research, Jatni, 

Odisha.  

The objectives of the OSPBCR are: 

 To develop cancer registration activities across all thirty districts of Odisha state. 

 To systematically collect, store, analyse, interpret, and present cancer incidence and 

mortality in Odisha state. 

 To provide accurate figures on cancer incidence and mortality for cancer control programme 

and health policy planning. 

 To encourage cancer research in Odisha state, using cancer registry data on cancer burden. 

The role of Centre for Cancer Epidemiology (CCE), ACTREC, Tata Memorial Centre, Mumbai, for this 

initiative includes training in cancer registration, provision of a standardized web-based data 

management tool, and continuous technical assistance to ensure smooth functioning of the Odisha 

State Population-Based Cancer Registry. 

As per the meeting held on 9th December 2025 with officials from the OSPBCR, TMC, and NISER, it was 

decided to organize structured training workshops in batches on establishing a population-based 

cancer registry. Workshop for District Hospital officials from all 30 districts of Odisha State to build 

capacity in population-based cancer registration at the district level were conducted in two batches, 

from 7th to 9th January 2026 and 12th to 14th January 2026. Following this, a detailed training workshop 

was conducted from 27th January 2026 to 3rd February 2026 for officials of all major cancer centres in 

Bhubaneswar and Cuttack. The OSPBCR was officially launched on 4th February 2026 on the occasion 

of World Cancer Day 2026. 
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2. Training in cancer registration 

The training workshop was organized to train personnel from major cancer centres in Bhubaneswar 

and Cuttack from 27th January 2026 to 3rd February 2026. This workshop was also attended by the 

newly recruited staff of OSPBCR and 1-2 representatives of other centres under TMC. 

A total of 40 participants attended the training workshops. Table 1 lists the names of the institutions 

and number of participants for each workshop.  

Table 1: Hospitals and other institutions from which participants attended workshop 

Sr. No. Hospital/Institution 
Number of 
Participants 

Hospitals in Bhubaneswar 

1 Capital Hospital  2 

2 Bagchi Sri Shankara Cancer Centre and Research Institute  2 

3 Utkal Hospital  2 

4 IMS and SUM hospital  2 

5 SUM Ultimate Medicare  2 

6 Apollo Hospital  1 

7 All India Institute of Medical Sciences (invited but not participated) 0 

8 Prolife diagnostics (invited but not participated) 0 

Hospitals in Cuttack 

9 Acharya Harihar Post Graduate Institute of Cancer (AHPGIC)   2 

10 HCG Panda Cancer Hospital  2 

11 Carcinova Cancer Hospital  2 

Odisha state 

12 Odisha State PBCR 7 

13 National Institute of Science Education and Research, Bhubaneswar 2 

Units of Tata Memorial Centre 

14 Mayurbhanj PBCR 1 

15 Khordha PBCR 2 

16 Homi Bhabha Cancer Hospital, Sangrur 2 

17 Mahamana Pandit Madanmohan Malviya Cancer Centre, Varanasi 2 

18 Homi Bhabha Cancer Hospital and Research Centre, Muzaffarpur 2 

19 Homi Bhabha Cancer Hospital and Research Centre, Visakhapatnam 2 

20 Population-based cancer registry Ratnagiri district, Maharashtra 1 

21 Population-based cancer registry Sindhudurg district, Maharashtra 1 

22 Tata Memorial Centre, Mumbai 1 
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3. Training sessions  

Faculty members from Tata Memorial Centre and its units, All India Institute of Medical Sciences, 

Bhubaneswar and PBCR Khordha were actively involved in delivering the training sessions. The 

workshops focused on the establishment and operationalization of a Population-Based Cancer 

Registry (PBCR), with emphasis on both conceptual understanding and practical implementation. 

Participants were trained in the following areas: 

 Core concepts of cancer registration 

 Types of cancer registries and their differences 

 Case abstraction procedures  

 ICD-O-3 coding 

 Use of the “SETU” web-based data management tool for cancer registration 

 Management and functioning of a cancer registry office 

 Standard Operating Procedure of PBCR 

 Strategies to overcome challenges faced during data collection 

 Quality Control of PBCR and use of IARC-CHECK software 

 Rate calculation using PBCR data 

 Methods for collecting cancer mortality (death record) information 

 Verbal Autopsy Techniques 

 Collection of cancer case information through telephone-based follow-up 

Detailed training agenda is enclosed as annexure 1. Pre- and post-tests were conducted during the 

training. The results indicated a good understanding of registry-related concepts among the 

participants. Participants expressed confidence in establishing the registry and carrying out registry 

operations effectively at their respective districts. The training agenda is presented in Annexure I. 

 

 

 

 

 

Course participants with faculty during Odisha State Population based Cancer Registry Training 
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4. Training Photographs  
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5. Launch of Odisha State Population-based Cancer Registry  

On the occasion of World Cancer Day 2026, the Department of Health and Family Welfare, 

Government of Odisha, held the launch of Odisha State Population Based Cancer Registry (OSPBCR) at 

the National Institute of Science Education and Research (NISER), Bhubaneswar on 4th February 2026. 

The programme was inaugurated by Dr Nilakantha Mishra, Director of Public Health, Government of 

Odisha, and presided by Dr A Srinivasan, Dean of Faculty Affairs, NISER.  The agenda of the said 

programme is presented in Annexure II. 

The OSPBCR initiative aims to investigate the burden of cancer in thirty districts of Odisha, across 

urban, rural, and tribal regions. The data shall be used to plan cancer control activities across the state. 

The Department of Health and Welfare is taking strong steps to prevent and control the burden of 

cancer in Odisha state. In the past month, TMC and NISER have trained more than 150 staff from 

district hospitals across state and government and private hospitals and tertiary centres in 

Bhubaneswar and Cuttack, for the purpose of OSPBCR. Additionally, a special software has been 

developed for the management of data collected by the OSPBCR. The Standard Operating Procedure 

of the registry and the software manual were released by the hands of Dr Nilakantha Mishra during 

the launch. He acknowledged the support provided by Tata Memorial Centre (TMC), Mumbai and 

NISER, Bhubaneswar in the development and implementation of this programme. Dr Atul Budukh, 

Professor, TMC and Dr Lingaraj Nayak, Professor and Officer in Charge of the upcoming TMC Jatni unit, 

presented the activities that have been conducted by TMC and NISER in the past three years.  

Congratulatory messages were received from Dr Bishnu Giri of World Health Organisation South East 

Asia Regional Office New Delhi India and Mr Les Mery of the International Agency for Research on 

Cancer, Lyon, France. The programme was hosted by Dr Shubham Samantaray, state coordinator of 

OSPBCR. The programme concluded on the note that continuous activities for cancer control will be 

conducted in Odisha under this initiative, with the vote of thanks delivered by Mr Abhaya Mohanty, 

Administrative Officer, NISER. 
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In frame (from left to right), Dr Lingaraj Nayak, Medical Oncologist and Officer-in-Charge of the upcoming TMC unit at 
Jatni, Dr Atul Budukh, Professor, Centre for Cancer Epidemiology-TMC, Dr Nilakantha Mishra, Director of Public Health, 
Government of Odisha, Dr A Srinivasan, Professor and Dean of Faculty Affairs, NISER, and Dr Bedangadas Mohanty, 
Professor and Head of Centre for Medical & Radiation Physics. 
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Annexure I: Cancer Registry Training Agenda 

Day 1 – 27.01.2026 (Tuesday) 

Time Topic Speaker 

09.30 am – 09.45 am Registration  

09.45 am – 10.00 am Welcome  

10.00 am – 11.00 am Role of Cancer Registry in cancer control & Types of cancer registry Dr. Atul Budukh 

11.00 am – 11.15 am Tea/Coffee break  

11.15 am – 12.00 pm 
Data items to be collected for population-based cancer registry (PBCR) 
Odisha state, India 

Dr. Atul Budukh 

12.00 pm – 01.00 pm ICD-O3 Coding 
Dr. Atul Budukh 
Mrs. Deepali Lokhande 

01.00 pm – 02.00 pm Lunch break  

02.00 pm – 03.00 pm  Five major types of cancer Ms. Sushama Saoba 

03.00 pm – 03.45 pm How to do case abstraction Mrs. Deepali Lokhande 

03.45 pm – 04.00 pm Tea/Coffee break  

04.00 pm – 05.15 pm Practical exercise: ICD-O3 coding  Mrs. Sonali Bagal 

Day 2 – 28.01.2026 (Wednesday) 

Time Topic Speaker 

09.30 am – 09.45 am Recap Day 1 Dr. Atul Budukh 

09.45 am – 10.30 am Practical exercise: Cancer case abstraction Ms. Sushama Saoba 

10.30 am – 10.45 am Tea/Coffee break  

10.45 am – 11.45 am Introduction of Odisha state PBCR web-based software (SETU application)  Mr. Pratik Sawant 

11.45 am – 01.00 pm SETU application: Odisha state PBCR data entry Mr. Pratik Sawant 

01.00 pm – 02.00 pm Lunch break  

02.00 pm – 03.00 pm  Role of pathologist in cancer registration   Dr. Mukund Sabale 

03.00 pm – 04.00 pm Practical exercise: Gynecological cancer case abstraction Mrs. Deepali Lokhande 

04.00 pm – 04.15 pm Tea/Coffee break  

 04.15 pm – 05.15 pm Practical exercise: ICD-O3 coding  Mrs. Sonali Bagal 

Day 3 – 29.01.2026 (Thursday)  

Time Topic Speaker 

09.30 am – 09.45 am Recap Day 2 Dr. Atul Budukh 

09.45 am – 10.45 am Head & Neck cancer diagnosis and treatment Dr. Rohit Vadgaonkar 

10.45 am – 11.00 am Tea/Coffee break  

11.00 am – 12.00 pm Practical exercise: Head & Neck cancer case abstraction Mrs. Deepali Lokhande 

12.00 pm – 01.00 pm SETU application: Data entry Mr. Pratik Sawant 

01.00 pm – 02.00 pm Lunch break  

02.00 pm – 03.00 pm  Clinical and pathological staging Dr. Rohit Vadgaonkar 

03.00 pm – 04.00 pm  Practical exercise: Head & Neck cancer case abstraction Mrs. Deepali Lokhande 

04.00 pm – 04.15 pm Tea/Coffee break  

04.15 pm – 05.15 pm Practical exercise: Gastro-enterology cancer case abstraction Ms. Sushama Saoba 

Day 4 – 30.01.2026 (Friday) 

Time Topic Speaker 

09.30 am – 09.45 am Recap Day 3 Dr. Atul Budukh 

09.45 am – 10.45 am Pediatric cancer diagnosis and treatment Dr. Jifmi Jose Manjali 

10.45 am – 11.00 am Tea/Coffee break  

11.00 am – 12.00 pm  Practical exercise: Pediatric cancer case abstraction Dr. Jifmi Jose Manjali 

12.00 pm – 01.00 pm  SETU application: Data entry Mr. Pratik Sawant 

01.00 pm – 02.00 pm Lunch break  
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02.00 pm – 03.00 pm How to calculate CR, AAR, & TR Dr. Atul Budukh 

03.00 pm – 04.00 pm Quality control of cancer registry data  Ms. Samyukta Shivshankar 

04.00 pm – 04.15 pm Tea/Coffee break  

04.15 pm – 05.15 pm  Cancer case confirmation using telephone contact 
Dr. Saswati Mishra 
Mr. Gyana Ranjan Sarangi 

Day 5 – 31.01.2026 (Saturday) 

Time Topic Speaker 

09.30 am – 09.45 am Recap Day 4 
Dr. Atul Budukh 

09.45 am 10.45 am How to use GLOBOCAN and CI5 

10.45 am – 11.00 am Tea/Coffee break  

11.00 am – 11.45 am Practical exercise: Calculation of CR, AAR, & TR Mrs. Sonali Bagal 

11.45 pm – 12.30 pm Practical exercise: GLOBOCAN and CI5 Mrs. Sonali Bagal 

12.30 pm – 01.00 pm SETU application: Data entry Mr. Pratik Sawant 

01.00 pm – 02.00 pm Lunch break  

02.00 pm – 03.00 pm 
Role of Radiologist in cancer registry case abstraction of Gastro-intestinal 
Cancer, Brain Tumor, Lymphoma, and Metastatic cases 

Dr. Nitin Shetty 

03.00 pm – 04.00 pm Hematological malignancy diagnosis and treatment Dr. Mukund Sabale 

04.00 pm – 04.15 pm Tea/Coffee break  

04.15 pm – 5.15 pm  Practical exercise: Hematological malignant case abstraction Dr. Mukund Sabale 

Day 6 – 02.02.2026 (Monday) 

Time Topic Speaker 

09.30 am – 09.45 am Recap Day 5 Dr. Atul Budukh 

09.45 am – 10.45 am Genito-Urinary cancer diagnosis and treatment Dr. Ankit Misra 

10.45 am – 11.00 am Tea/Coffee break  

11.00 am – 12.00 pm  Practical exercise: Genito-Urinary (GU) cancer case abstraction Dr. Ankit Misra 

12.00 pm – 01.00 pm  
Practical exercise: Breast, lung, and primary unknown cancer case 
abstraction 

Dr. Dolorosa Fernandes 

01.00 pm – 02.00 pm Lunch break  

02.00 pm – 03.00 pm  Duplicate record checking Mr. Pratik Sawant 

03.00 pm – 04.00. pm  How to run a population-based cancer registry in district hospital Dr. Shyama Mitra 

04.00 pm – 04.15 pm Tea/Coffee break  

04.00 pm to 05.15 pm  IARC-CHECK programme Ms. Sushama Saoba 

Day 7 – 03.02.2026 (Tuesday) 

Time Topic Speaker 

09.30 am – 09.45 am Recap Day 6 Dr. Atul Budukh 

09.45 am – 10.45 am Role of Medical Oncologist in cancer registration Dr. Lingaraj Nayak 

10.45 am – 11.00 am Tea/Coffee break  

11.00 am – 12.00 pm  SETU application: Data entry Mr. Pratik Sawant 

12.00 pm – 01.00 pm 
Practical exercise: Preparation of standard registry tables & Graphical 
presentation 

Mrs. Sonali Bagal 
Mr. Pratik Sawant 

01.00 pm – 02.00 pm Lunch break  

02.00 pm – 02.30 pm  Practical exercise: Liver cancer case abstraction Mrs. Deepali Lokhande 

02.30 pm to 03.00 pm  Practical exercise: Brain tumor case abstraction Mrs. Deepali Lokhande 

03.00 pm – 04.00 pm  Practical exercise: Bone and connective-soft tissue cancer case abstraction 
Dr. Dolorosa Fernandes 
Ms. Sushama Saoba 

04.00 pm – 04.15 pm Tea/Coffee break  

04.15 pm – 05.15 pm  How to prepare monthly report Dr. Atul Budukh 
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Annexure II: Agenda of the Launch of Odisha State Population 

based Cancer Registry event 
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